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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and ofpursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. — Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


At a U.N. Meeting on Guns, 
the U.S. Stands Up under fire 

By Ted R. Bromund 

This week, Turtle Bay is 
hosting the second Meeting of 
Governmental Experts for the U.N.’s 
Programme of Action to Prevent, 
Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit Trade 
in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All 
Its Aspects - mercifully abbreviated to 
MGE2 and PoA, respectively. 

The PoA is not a treaty, so 
it has no binding legal force. But that 
doesn’t make it harmless. It’s one of 
the many international institutions 
engaged in creating so-called “norms” 
that will constrain the U.S. 

In theory, the PoA is about 
promoting cooperation against illicit 
international arms trafficking. In 
practice, it’s a forum for promoting gun 
control. U.N. member nations regularly 
assert that the civilian possession of 
firearms needs to be severely 
controlled, if not completely eliminated. 
Speakers regularly imply that the 
business of the PoA is to focus on the 
domestic realm, not international trade. 

Fortunately, over the past 
two years, fewer than half of U.N. 
member states have submitted a report 
on their activities under the PoA. China, 
Russia, and other nations are not 
interested in tracing firearms that are 
involved in war crimes or criminal 
activities. China even managed to get a 
loophole that exempts it from putting 
serial numbers on its firearms. When 
U.N.-appointed experts report 
uncomfortable facts about China’s 
arms trafficking, China gets them fired. 

The PoA focuses on 
peripheral concerns and on blaming the 
U.S. At the MGE2, the big items on the 
agenda have been the 3D printing of 
firearms, modular firearms, and the 


challenges of marking and tracing 

polymer (i.e., plastic) firearm frames. 

Modular firearms have 

interchangeable parts. “Modular” is 
merely a sexy name — and a way of 
criticizing the U.S., because of the 

popularity of the “modular” AR-15 

platform. 

Polymer frames do pose 
some challenges to marking and 
tracing, but U.S. tracing hasn’t suffered 
from the rise of “plastic guns.” 

The PoA declaims on the 
virtues of gun control, on non-problems 
like 3D printing, and on radio-frequency 
ID tagging (which can be defeated by 
putting a gun in a microwave for a few 
seconds, which zaps the ID chip) and 
the micro-stamping of ammo cartridges 
(which can be defeated by replacing 
the firing pin on an AR-15 with a 
common nail, which costs pennies and 
requires only a few machine tools). 

Earl Griffith, of the Firearms 
Technology Branch of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives, came under attack when 
he stated, accurately, that in the U.S. if 
you make a firearm for your own 
personal use, and are not engaged in 
the firearms business, you don’t need 
to mark it. There is no evidence that 
homemade U.S. firearms are 
contributing to the illicit international 
arms trade. 

As the U.S. speakers 
pointed out, the PoA is utterly irrelevant 
to what the U.S. does inside its 
borders, and it is up to U.S. courts to 
decide whether firearms manufactured 
inside the U.S. have violated U.S. laws. 
Even better was the reminder from the 
ATF that “we’re proud of many things 
here, including our Constitution and the 
right to lawfully possess and use our 
weapons.” 


When the meeting chair 
commented that he was “quite 
surprised” by U.S. polices, and that 
“some groups of people” have the 
temerity to support them, Griffith replied 
politely but firmly that “the Second 
Amendment in the United States is 
sacred. It has been passed down 
through generations.” 

Here at the U.N., the ATF 

— and the U.S. delegation as a whole 

— has done its job well, and we should 
recognize that. I oppose the U.N. Arms 
Trade Treaty, and believe that the U.S. 
should no longer participate in the PoA, 
but if we are to be here, we should do it 
right. So far this week, we have. 

— nationalreview.com June 5, 2015 

Jonathan Gruber Has Made at 
Least $5 Million for 
Government Work 

By Chuck Ross 

The federal government has 
paid MIT economist Jonathan Gruber 
at least $4 million since the year 2000, 
for his work as an expert witness, a 
legal consultant and for his consultation 
on Obamacare. 

That comes on top of at 
least $1.6 million Gruber has been paid 
by several states to consult on their 
health care bills. 

Gruber, the so-called 
architect of Obamacare, came under 
fire this week after a number of videos 
emerged of him speaking candidly 
about how Obamacare was passed. 

Gruber was paid $392,600 
by the Department of Health and 
Human Services for his work on 
Obamacare, mainly in the realm of 
economic modeling to help score the 
bill for budgetary purposes. 

In a bombshell video from 
2013 published this week, Gruber was 







seen telling an audience of academics 
“this bill was written in a tortured way to 
make sure the [Congressional Budget 
Office] did not score the mandate as 
taxes. If CBO scored the mandate as 
taxes, the bill dies.” 

Gruber also said a lack of 
transparency was necessary for the bill 
to pass - “call it the stupidity of the 
American voter,” he said. 

Gruber has done other work 
for the federal government. 

The Department of Justice 
paid Gruber $1,737 million between 
2000 and 2005 for providing legal 
services as an expert witness, 

according to the site 

USASpending.gov. 

The State Department paid 
Gruber $103,500 in 2008 and 2009 to 
provide legal services. 

On top of that, as The 

Washington Post reported Friday, 

Gruber also earned $2.05 million from 
the National Institutes of Health. 

Including his work on 
Obamacare, the federal government 
has paid Gruber $4,283,100 since 
2000 . 

That sum does not include 
the millions Gruber has earned for 
consulting work he’s done for various 
states. 

As the Post reports, Gruber 
earned $481,050; $329,000; $400,000; 
and $400,000 from the states of 
Michigan, Minnesota, Vermont and 
Wisconsin, respectively. 

Gruber has done work on 
other states’ health care bills, including 
Massachusetts and California. 

All told, Gruber has earned 
at least $5,893,100 for his work for 
federal and state governments. 

-dailycaller.com/2014/11/14 

JPFO responds to the Obama 
Administration’s attempt to 
ban certain accurate 
ammunition 

Larry Keane, General 
Counsel for the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, stating its position 
on FOX News February 27, 2015, 
made an admirable case for stopping 
the rogue federal agency BATFE, in its 
outrageous attempt to ban ammunition 
to the American public - but like all 
mainstream firearms groups, there is a 
critical mistake in Keane’s proposals. 

The unelected bureaucrats 
at BATFE have no legitimate power to 
ban ammunition. Arguing fine points 
about one type of ammunition or 
another misses the constitutional reality 
of the subject. They fall into the 
subterfuge trap set by the Obama 


administration’s headlong disdain for 
the U.S. Constitution and the rule of 
law. 

Banning ammunition 

infringes upon the Second Amendment 
and is forbidden. 

BATFE and Congress have 
no authority to act in this arena. 
Government is only legitimate if it acts 
with the consent of the governed. That 
consent is found in our Constitution. 
Elected and appointed officials are 
specifically prohibited from acting in 
this regard. 

These out of control 
unelected bureaucrats should not just 
apologize, as Keane politely requests. 
The people responsible for this travesty 
should be placed under arrest for 
attempting to grossly violate the 
specific enumerated Second 
Amendment rights of the people.... 

— Bill of Rights Sentinel, March 2015 

Support for a bill to slap 
‘over-reaching hand’ of ATF 

By Dave Workman 

The Citizens Committee for 
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
became the latest group to support 
H.R. 2710 introduced Wednesday by 
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT) to fix the 
“sporting purposes” language in the 
1968 Gun Control Act. 

If enacted, the measure will 
replace “sporting purpose” language in 
the law - which Second Amendment 
advocates have argued should never 
have been there in the first place - 
which the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation said is “outdated and a 
hindrance to bringing lawful products to 
market.” The amendments will prevent 
arbitrary designations that some 
firearms and ammunition are 
“destructive devices.” 

“There is no ‘sporting 
purpose’ stipulation in the Second 
Amendment,” said CCRKBA Chairman 
Alan Gottlieb. The right to keep and 
bear arms is not just about hunting or 
target shooting.” 

NRA chief lobbyist Chris 
Cox noted, “This important legislation 
would prevent arbitrary ammunition 
bans like the one attempted earlier this 
year by the Obama Administration.” He 
was referring to ATF’s attempt to ban 
M855 ammunition for the AR-15 and 
similar rifles. 

Regarding gun control. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) has 
introduced a measure that would 
require all gun owners to carry liability 
insurance. Under her bill, proof of 
insurance would have to be provided 
before anyone could buy a firearm. It 


would also carry a fine of up to $10,000 
for any gun owner without insurance. 

— www.examiner.com June 12, 2015 

Society Will Collapse by 2040 
Due to Food Shortages 

A scientific model supported 
by the Foreign Office has suggested 
that society will collapse in less than 
three decades due to catastrophic food 
shortages if policies do not change. 

The model, developed by a 
team at Anglia Ruskin University’s 
Global Sustainability Institute, does not 
account for society reacting to 
escalating crises by changing global 
behaviour and policies. 

However the model does 
show that our current way of life 
appears to be unsustainable and could 
have dramatic worldwide 

consequences. 

Dr Aled Jones, the Director 
of the Global Sustainability Institute, 
told Insurge Intelligence-. "We ran the 
model forward to the year 2040, based 
on ‘do-nothing’ trends—that is, without 
any feedback loops that would change 
the underlying trend. 

"Based on plausible climate 
trends, and a total failure to change 
course, the global food supply system 
would face catastrophic losses, and an 
unprecedented epidemic of food 
riots...as food production falls 
permanently short of consumption." 

The model follows a report 
from Lloyds of London that said: "The 
global food system is under chronic 
pressure to meet an ever-rising 
demand, and its vulnerability to acute 
disruptions is compounded by factors 
such as climate change, water stress, 
ongoing globalisation and heightening 
political instability. 

"A global production shock 
of the kind set out in this scenario 
would be expected to generate major 
economic and political impacts that 
could affect clients across a very wide 
spectrum of insurance classes.... 

"Global demand for food is 
on the rise, driven by unprecedented 
growth in the world’s population and 
widespread shifts in consumption 
patterns as countries develop." 

The UN's Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) projects 
that global agricultural production will 
need to more than double by 2050 to 
close the gap between food supply and 
demand. 

The FAO found that the 
global market for agricultural insurance 
is growing at an average of 20% per 
year, and has quadrupled since 2005. 

-- The Independent 23 June 15 




How Obama Opened His 
Heart to the ‘Muslim World’ 

By Michael Oren 

Historians will likely look 
back at Obama’s policy toward Islam 
with a combination of curiosity and 
incredulousness. While some may 
credit the president for his good 
intentions, others might fault him for 
being naive and detached from a 
complex and increasingly lethal reality. 
For the Middle East continues to 
fracture and pose multiple threats to 
America and its allies. Even if he 
succeeds in concluding a nuclear deal 
with Iran, the expansion of the Islamic 
State and other jihadi movements will 
underscore the failure of Obama’s 
outreach to Muslims. The need to 
engage them — militarily, culturally, 
philanthropically, and even 
theologically — will meanwhile mount. 
The president’s successor will have to 
grapple with that reality. The first 
decision should be to recognize that 
those who kill in Islam’s name are not 
mere violent extremists but fanatics 
driven by a specific religion’s zeal. 

-- http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/06/19 

Michael Oren is a former 
Israeli ambassador to the U.S. 

IS sells 42 Yazidi women to 
fighters in Syria 

Beirut (AFP) - The Islamic 
State group on Thursday sold 42 Iraqi 
women it had abducted from the Yazidi 
religious minority to its fighters in Syria. 

The Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said the women were 
being treated as "slaves" by the 
jihadists and were sold "for between 
$500 (447 euros) and $2,000 dollars 
(1,785 euros)". 

Earlier this month they were 
brought to the IS-held town of 
Mayadeen in eastern Syria. 

"Some were abducted with 
their children but we do not know their 
fate," said Observatory director Rami 
Abdel Rahman. 

The Yazidis, a religious 
minority which lives mainly in Iraq's 
Sinjar region, are neither Muslims nor 
Arabs and follow a unique faith. They 
are considered infidels by the jihadists. 

In 2014, the jihadists 
captured thousands of Yazidi girls and 
women as spoils of war and used them 
as sex slaves. 

-- http://news.yahoo.com June 25, 2015 

Dutch far right politician airs 
Mohammad cartoons on TV 

THE HAGUE (Reuters) - 
Anti-Islam politician Geert Wilders on 


Wednesday aired cartoons of the 
Prophet Mohammad on Dutch 
television that were drawn at a cartoon 
competition in Texas that was attacked 
by two gunmen in May. 

Wilders introduced the 
three-minute broadcast, in which the 
cartoons scrolled across the screen 
accompanied by piano music. 

Wilders and Pamela Geller, 
one of his American sponsors who 
organized the Mohammad cartoon 
drawing competition, were at the event 
where the shooting took place. Neither 
of them were hurt. 

Two gunmen were killed by 
Garland, Texas, police after they 
opened fire with assault rifles. 

Wilders, a leading Dutch 
politician, is due to stand trial this year 
for alleged discrimination after making 
anti-Moroccan comments during 
election campaigning last year. 

Wilders denied his intention 
was to provoke. 

"I do it because we have to 
show that we stand for freedom of 
speech and that we will never 
surrender to violence," he said. 

Wilders has lived under 24- 
hour protection since airing an anti- 
Islam film, Fitna, which resulted in his 
name being added to militants' death 
lists. 

-- http://news.yahoo.com June 24, 2015 

A Gun in the Hand is Worth 
Two Around the Corner 

By C.D. Ashe 

As a firefighter I recently 
had an opportunity to visit a 911 
dispatch center to gain an appreciation 
for what they have to go through. 

The first caller was a 
woman who had arrived home to find 
her house had been broken into. Her 
main concern was that the intruder 
could be still inside her residence. 

She explained that she had 
already called 911, but it had been a 
while; so she wanted to make sure an 
officer was on the way. The call taker 
assured her that police were indeed on 
the way, and so the call ended. 

He then turned to me and 
explained that one officer was around 
the corner - out of sight - waiting for a 
second officer to arrive. You see, for 
“officer safety,” they are not to enter a 
scene without backup. 

I’m certainly not upset at the 
officers; they were just following 
protocol. Nor would I fault the Police 
Chief for a policy that helps keep his 
officers safe. 

But for those who argue 
that firearms in the home are 


unnecessary and that the police will 
keep us safe ... well, they might not be 
waiting for just one officer to arrive; 
they might be waiting for two! 

C.D. Ashe works as a 
firefighter at a suburban Washington , 
DC station. His name has been 
changed for the purposes of this article. 
- The Gun Owners April 30, 2015 

Requests for ice cream and 
flush toilets at Nevada's 
Burning Man stirs firestorm 

(Reuters) - The U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management asked operators 
of Burning Man to provide them with 
VIP accommodations and flushable 
toilets in the Nevada desert during the 
annual counterculture festival. 

Burning Man, named for the 
burning of a wooden effigy that marks 
the climax of the week-long festival of 
art and free expression, brings nearly 
70,000 people to the Black Rock 
Desert. 

Organizers of this year's 
event, taking place from Aug. 30 to 
Sept. 7, say services provided to the 
BLM surged from under $1 million in 
2011 to an anticipated $5 million this 
year. 

This year, the BLM asked 
for a so-called Blue Pit lodging facility 
that would have restroom trailers with 
flushable toilets, a washer and dryer 
room for laundry, and VIP 
accommodations in so-called 
"container apartment" units. 

They also made specific 
food requests, including 24-hour 
access to Chobani Greek Yogurt and a 
standalone freezer with Drumstick and 
Choco Taco ice cream. 

U.S. Senator Harry Reid, in 
a letter to Interior Secretary Sally 
Jewell, criticized what he called 
"outlandishly unnecessary facilities." 

"Part of Burning Man's 
philosophy is self-reliance and living 
with the elements is part of the 
experience," Reid wrote. "Flush toilets 
and laundry facilities can be found 
about 10 miles (16 km) away if BLM’s 
employees need such amenities." 

U.S. Representative Mark 
Amodei, who represents the festival 
district, said the requests raised ethical 
questions and appeared to demand 
"the Black Rock Desert version of the 
Four Seasons hotel." 

Gene Seidlitz, BLM district 
manager, told the Reno Gazette- 
Journal it was important to consider the 
safety of bureau personnel at the 
event. "It's safe to say that if you were 
working 14 to 16 hours a day in white- 




out conditions on the hot playa, you 
don't want them to be unrested." 

-June 27,2015 

Ed.: Last year the BLM 
trained guns on militia and other 
supporters of Nevada rancher Cliven 
Bundy. 

New Docs Raise Questions 
About CIA Spying Here at 
Home 

By Ashley Gorski 

The current debate about government 
surveillance has largely overlooked the 
CIA. Beyond Executive Order 12333 
and other laws, the public has had few 
opportunities to examine the rules 
governing the CIA's activities inside the 
U.S. 

In response to a Freedom 
of Information Act lawsuit filed by the 
ACLU and Yale Law School's Media 
Freedom and Information Access 
Clinic, the CIA and Justice Department 
have released a slew of documents 
concerning CIA surveillance under EO 
12333. 

In the wake of the 
Watergate scandal and news stories 
about other illegal CIA activity, 
Congress launched investigations into 
the full range of CIA misdeeds — from 
domestic spying and infiltration of leftist 
organizations to experimentation on 
non-consenting human subjects and 
attempts to assassinate foreign 
leaders. 

Investigations by Sen. 
Frank Church discovered that the CIA 
had engaged in a massive domestic 
spying project, "Operation CHAOS," 
which targeted anti-war activists and 
political dissenters. For more than 20 
years, the CIA had intercepted and 
opened hundreds of thousands of 
Americans' letters. The Church 
Committee concluded that the 
constitutional system of checks and 
balances "has not adequately 
controlled intelligence activities." 

That conclusion still 

resonates today. While the documents 
that the CIA has released are heavily 
redacted, raising more questions than 
they answer, they strongly suggest that 
the agency's domestic activities are 
extensive. 

The key CIA regulation 
titled "AR 2-2" addresses surveillance 
of U.S. persons, human 
experimentation, contracts with 

academic institutions, relations with 
journalists and staff of U.S. news 
media, and relations with clergy and 
missionaries. 

Annex A sets forth the 
procedures that apply to CIA activity 


directed toward U.S. citizens and 
permanent residents who are abroad. 
Much of Annex F, "Procedures 
Governing Conduct and Coordination 
by CIA and DEA of Narcotics Activities 
Abroad," is similarly redacted, including 
the section discussing the agencies' 
"Specific Agreement Concerning 
Electronic Surveillance." 

Domestic spying is 
governed by Annex B, including 
"counterintelligence and significant 
foreign intelligence not otherwise 
obtainable." 

Although Annex B prohibits 
the CIA from engaging in electronic 
surveillance within the U.S., it can ask 
the FBI or "any other authorized 
intelligence agency” to do its bidding. 
Annex B and a CIA-FBI memorandum 
of understanding authorize the FBI to 
work with the CIA to collect Americans' 
financial records in bulk under Patriot 
Act Section 215. 

Annex B authorizes the use 
of a “monitoring device within the 
United States under circumstances in 
which a warrant would not be required 
for law enforcement purposes if the CIA 
General Counsel concurs." But what 
qualifies as a "monitoring device"? And 
how exactly does monitoring differ from 
"electronic surveillance," which the CIA 
is prohibited from doing domestically? 
We don't know because the definition 
of "monitoring" (as distinct from 
"electronic surveillance") is redacted. 

A 2002 report by the CIA 
inspector general observed "a general 
and widespread lack of understanding" 
within the CIA of the rules governing 
the retention and sharing of U.S. 
citizens' and permanent residents' 
information. 

The Privacy and Civil 
Liberties Oversight Board is currently 
examining the intelligence community's 
counterterrorism-related activities 
under EO 12333. We hope that its 
public report sheds a little more light on 
what exactly the CIA is doing here at 
home. 

- American Civil Lib. Union 16 Jun 15 

Senate Votes to Permanently 
Ban Torture 

In a 78-21 vote the Senate 
on Tuesday voted to ban the U.S. from 
ever again subjecting prisoners to 
waterboarding, “rectal feeding” and 
other brutal interrogation practices 
widely condemned as torture. 

“We must continue to insist 
that the methods we employ in this fight 
for peace and freedom must always, 
always, be as right and honorable as 
the goals and ideals we fight for,” said 


Sen. John McCain, chairman of the 
Armed Services Committee. 

The amendment to the 
National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA) would limit the entire U.S. 
government to the interrogation and 
detention techniques outlined in the 
Army Field Manual. That would codify a 
2005 law that limited the Pentagon — 
but not intelligence agencies such as 
the CIA — from engaging in the harsh 
interrogations. 

The measure would also 
require the government to update the 
Army Field Manual every three years to 
make sure it both complies with U.S. 
law and "reflects current, evidence- 
based, best practices for interrogation." 
It would also require the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to be 
allowed "prompt" access to anyone 
detained by the U.S. government. 

The move comes months 
after Democrats on the Senate 
Intelligence Committee issued a 
scathing, 6,700-page report on the 
CIA’s former interrogation and 
detention program. Not only did the 
practices amount to torture, the 
committee claimed in an unclassified 
500-page executive summary of the 
report, but the program was also 
ineffective and was obscured from its 
overseers in Washington. 

McCain, who was tortured 
as a prisoner of war in Vietnam said, “I 
firmly believe that all people, even 
captured enemies, are protected by 
basic human rights.” 

- The Hill 16 Jun 15 

No guns on P.O. property, 
says U.S. appeals court 

(Reuters) - A federal 
appeals court reversed a lower court 
ruling that would have let people keep 
weapons inside their vehicles in post 
office parking lots. 

By a 2-1 vote on Friday, the 
10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Denver ruled against Tab Bonidy, a 
licensed gun owner who said the 
restrictions violated his Second 
Amendment right to bear arms. 

Circuit Judge David Ebel 
said the right to carry firearms does not 
apply to federal buildings such as post 
offices, and that while it was a "closer 
question" he would not second-guess 
the Postal Service's extending the ban 
to its parking lots. 

Bonidy sued after learning 
he would be prosecuted if he carried a 
firearm into a post office in Avon, 
Colorado, near the Vail ski resort, or 
stored it in the post office parking lot 
while he went inside to pick up his mail. 




"We're weighing our 
options," said Steven Lechner, chief 
legal officer of the Mountain States 
Legal Foundation, which represented 
the plaintiffs. 

The case is Bonidy et al v. 
U.S. Postal Service et al, 10th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals, No. 13-1374. 

-June 26, 2015 

Obama’s Gun-Control Misfire 

By Jason L. Riley 

Last September the Obama 
administration produced an FBI report 
that said mass shooting attacks and 
deaths were up by an average annual 
rate of about 16% between 2000 and 
2013. 

The White House could not 
possibly have been more pleased with 
the media reaction to these findings. 
The FBI report landed six weeks before 
the midterm elections, and the 
administration was hoping that the gun- 
control issue would help drive 
Democratic turnout. 

But late last week, J. Pete 
Blair and M. Hunter Martaindale, two 
academics at Texas State University 
who co-authored the FBI report, 
acknowledged that “our data is 
imperfect.’’ 

“Because official data did 
not contain the information we needed, 
we had to develop our own,’’ wrote 
Messrs. Blair and Martaindale - not in 
the major news outlets - but in the 
academic journal Acis Today. 

John Lott of the Crime 
Prevention Research Center—who has 
studied FBI crime data for three 
decades— said that the FBI report is 
better understood as a political 
document than as a work of serious 
social science. Data going back to the 
mid-1970s is readily available but was 
ignored. How come? Over the past 40 
years, there has been no statistically 
significant increase in mass shootings 
in the U.S. 

Mr. Lott told me that he had 
reached out repeatedly to the FBI and 
to the authors for an explanation, but 
none was forthcoming until last week. 

Following the mass 
shootings in 2012 in Aurora, Colo, and 
Newtown, Conn., the White House 
pushed hard for more gun-control 
legislation, well aware that it wouldn’t 
pass muster. 

But the administration also 
knew that the issue could potentially 
excite Democratic base voters in 2014 
when the party was worried about 
turnout. 

Ironically, this scare- 
mongering likely inspired more gun 


purchases. The Washington Times 
reported that record checks for gun 
sales hit a new high in 2013 "marking 
nearly an 8% increase and the 11th 
straight year that the number has 
risen.” 

Since liberals like to link 
violent crime to the proliferation of 
guns, it is worth noting that, according 
to the Justice Department, the violent- 
crime rate in 2013 fell by 4.4% from 
2012 and was 14.5% below the 2004 
level. 

— The Wall Street Journal June 9, 2105 

Bulk Phone Surveillance 
Lives Again, to Die in Five 
Months 

By Dan Froomkin 

A top-secret surveillance 
judge on Monday breezily reinstated 
the NSA bulk domestic surveillance 
program that was halted a month ago, 
allowing the agency to hoover up 
telephone metadata for five months 
while it unwinds the program for good. 

“Plus ga change, plus c’est 
la meme chose,” Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court Judge Michael W. 
Mosman wrote, using the French 
phrase that means “the more things 
change, the more they stay the same”. 

The Senate on May 31, in a 
rare act of rebellion against the 
surveillance state, forced the National 
Security Agency to shutter the program 
that had collected telephone metadata 

— information about who called who, 
and for how long — until NSA 
whistleblower Edward Snowden 
disclosed its existence in 2013. 

Two days later, however, 
the Senate passed a milquetoast 
surveillance reform bill that ordered the 
bulk collection program phased out by 
November 29, to be replaced by one in 
which the NSA has to request specific 
records, and explain why. 

In his decision, Mosman 
flippantly dismissed the Second Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruling in May that 
Section 215 of the Patriot Act - the 
government’s legal cover for bulk 
collection - didn’t authorize any such 
thing. The appeals court ruled that 
when the Patriot Act gave the 
government power to obtain phone 
records “relevant to an authorized 
investigation,” that wasn’t power to 
collect all phone records everywhere. 
“Second Circuit rulings are not binding 
on the FISC, and this Court respectfully 
disagrees with that Court’s analysis.” 

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., 
criticized the decision. “I see no reason 
for the Executive Branch to restart bulk 
collection, even for a few months,” he 


said. “This illegal dragnet surveillance 
violated Americans’ rights for fourteen 
years without making our country any 
safer.” — The Intercept 01 Jul 15 

U.S. Police Killings Headed to 
1,100 This Year 

Police in the U.S. are killing 
people at a rate that would result in 
1,109 in 2015. 

Police had killed 547 people 
by the end of June - 478 in shootings, 
31 by Taser, 16 after being struck by 
police vehicles and 19 after altercations 
in police custody. 

When adjusted to reflect the 
US population, the totals indicate that 
black people are being killed by police 
at more than twice the rate of white and 
Hispanic or Latino people. Black people 
killed by police were also significantly 
more likely to have been unarmed. 

Of the 547 people found by 
the Guardian to have been killed by law 
enforcement so far this year, 49.7% 
were white, 28.3% were black and 
15.5% were Hispanic/Latino. According 
to US census data, 62.6% of the 
population is white, 13.2% is black and 
17.1% is Hispanic/Latino. 

More than one in five - 119 
people in all - were unarmed. While 
31.6% of black people killed were 
found to be carrying no weapon, that 
was true for only 16.5% of white 
people. 

While 71 of the people killed 
in June were men, five were women. 
Thirty-three were white, 19 were black, 
16 were Hispanic/Latino, one was 
Native American, and one was Arab 
American. The racial and ethnic 
backgrounds had not yet been 
established in six cases. 

- Guardian UK 1 July 2015 

Charleston shooting prompts 
gun-rights supporters to call 
for more concealed-carry in 
churches 

He was bent on shooting as 
many worshippers as possible, but 
Matthew J. Murray never got as far as 
Dylann Roof, the suspect in 
Wednesday's South Carolina massacre 
that left nine dead at the Emanuel AME 
Church. 

Murray killed two people in 
the parking lot but when he burst into 
the New Life Church in Colorado 
Springs he was gunned down by a 
volunteer security guard. 

That was eight years ago, 
but still a dozen states continue to 
restrict the carrying of concealed 




firearms in churches — including South 
Carolina. 

Kenneth Blackwell, a 
Second Amendment advocate and 
former Ohio secretary of state, said 
houses of worship could take down the 
"gun-free zone" signs and let it be 
known that law-abiding concealed-carry 
permit holders — and their guns — are 
welcome. 

South Carolina prohibits 
concealable weapons in churches, 
even by those carrying permits, unless 
"expressed permission is given by the 
appropriate church official or governing 
body." 

President Obama blamed 
the tragedy in part on lax firearms laws. 
"This type of mass violence does not 
happen in other advanced countries," 
he said. 

Erich Pratt, spokesman for 
the Gun Owners of America, pointed to 
January's Charlie Hebdo massacre in 
Paris. 

Mr. Pratt also said that the 
Rev. Clementa Pinckney, the Emanuel 
AME Church's pastor who died in the 
shooting, was "an anti-gun activist" who 
had voted against concealed-carry 
legislation in his capacity as a 
Democratic state senator. 

"But the president ignores 
the fact that this was yet another 
example where a massacre took place 
in a Gun Free Zone." 

Second Amendment legal 
expert David Kopel calls them, "pretend 
gun-free zones," because there is 
rarely a security check at the 
entrances. 

-- Washington Times June 18, 2015 

Eric Holder Returns as Hero 
to Law Firms That Lobbies for 
Big Banks 

By Lee Fang 

After failing to criminally 
prosecute any of the financial firms 
responsible for the market collapse in 
2008, former Attorney General Eric 
Flolder is returning to Covington & 
Burling, a corporate law firm known for 
serving Wall Street clients 

Flolder worked at Covington 
from 2001 right up to being sworn in as 
attorney general in February 2009. And 
Covington literally kept an office empty 


for him, awaiting his return. 

The Covington & Burling 
client list has included four of the 
largest banks, including Bank of 
America, Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase 
and Wells Fargo. 

The Department of Justice 
under Holder not only failed to pursue 
criminal prosecutions of the banks 
responsible for the mortgage meltdown, 
but in fact de-prioritized investigations 
of mortgage fraud, making it the 
“lowest-ranked criminal threat,” 
according to an inspector general 
report. 

For insiders, the Holder 
decision to return to Covington was 
never a mystery. Timothy Hester, the 
chairman of Covington, told the 
National Law Journal that Holder’s 
return to the firm had been “a project” 
of his ever since Holder left to the join 
the administration in 2009. When the 
firm moved to a new building last year, 
it kept an llth-story corner office 
reserved for Holder. 

James Garland, Holder’s 
former deputy chief of staff, who 
rejoined Covington in 2010, told the 
Law Journal that when Covington’s 
partners gathered to welcome Holder 
back four weeks ago, “He was so busy 
giving people hugs and shaking 
hands.” 

Holder’s critics charge that 
he made a career out of 
institutionalizing “Too Big to Prosecute” 
rules within the department. In 1999, as 
a deputy attorney general, Holder 
authored a memo arguing that officials 
should consider the “collateral 
consequences” when prosecuting 
corporate crimes. In 2012, Holder’s 
enforcement chief, Lanny Breuer, 
admitted during a speech to the New 
York City Bar Association that the 
department may go easy on certain 
corporate criminals if they believe 
prosecutions may disrupt financial 
markets or cause layoffs. “In some 
cases, the health of an industry or the 
markets are a real factor,” Breuer said. 
Breuer left the department in 2013 to 
rejoin Covington. Holder is set to 
become among the highest-earning 
partners at the firm. 

-- The Intercept July 7, 2015 

According to Vault's 2012 
law firm rankings, Covington & Burling 


is the most prestigious law firm in 
Washington, D.C. 

Anti-gun Loretta Lynch Sworn 
in as Attorney General 

By Michael Hammond 

Loretta Lynch was sworn in 
as the 83 rd Attorney General of the 
United States in April. 

Lynch is an extreme anti¬ 
gun advocate who supports reenacting 
the so-called “Assault Weapons” ban 
which sunset in 2004. 

Sadly, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and 
his leadership team put a big, fat knife 
in the back of gun owners, as they 
helped ram through Lynch’s 
confirmation. 

GOA was prepared to work 
with Senators to invoke a parliamentary 
maneuver which would have defeated 
Obama’s pick, because Lynch didn’t 
have the 60 votes necessary to shut off 
a filibuster. 

Ultimately 43 Senators 
voted against Lynch, which would have 
been two more votes than was needed 
to shut off a filibuster. 

But Mitch McConnell led the 
betrayal against constitutionalists, and 
joined with Harry Reid (D-NV) to 
support Lynch. 

Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) 
excoriated the Republican leadership 
on the floor of the Senate, saying, “I 
would note there are more than few 
voters back home that are asking what 
exactly is the difference between a 
Democratic and Republican majority?” 

As things stand now, the 
Senate has confirmed a person who is 
expected to try to implement the semi¬ 
auto ban, which she supports, by 
executive fiat. 

— The Gun Owners, June 30, 2015 


On gun violence 

Only a small number of men 
drive most of the violence. Identify 
them and change their behavior, and 
it’s possible to have an immediate 
impact. — David M. Kennedy, Director 
of the Center for Crime Prevention and 
Control at the John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice 
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